
         EETING BETWEEN VLADIMIR 
PUTIN AND KIM JONG-UN: THE START OF A
SECRET COOPERATION

Putin met the North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on September  13, at the
Vostochny space center.  This has been the first visit from the Korean leader since
2019. The pair discussed military matters and war in Ukraine and possible help
from Russia for the secretive state’s satellite program. This rare summit arose
concerns on an international level.

P o l i t i c s

This meeting occurred after a year and a half of combat in Ukraine with Russian ammunition’s stocks
running low. Concerns arose that a military deal could be in preparation in exchange for Russian help
toward North Korea to develop satellites. When asked about it, Putin said: “this is why we've come to
Vostochny Cosmodrome.” Regarding a weapon deal he confirmed both leaders would “discuss all topics.” 

A possible alliance

Kim Jong Un expressed support for the Russian army

The Korean leader gave a toast to “the Russian army, and people will certainly win a great victory in the
sacred struggle for the punishment of a great evil that claims hegemony and feeds an expansionist
illusion.” He had already addressed his support in a message sent to Putin for Russia’s national day on June
12. Putin raised his glass to “the strengthening cooperation" of both countries. Cheong Seong-chang, a
researcher at the Sejong Institute explained: “North Korea-Russia relations can be said to have completely
returned to the level of blood alliance during the cold war.” Also, it has been noticed that North Korea had
never brought almost all of its key military officials to visit Russia. 

North Korea’s leader (left) and Russian president Vladmir Putin (right) shook hands on September

13, 2023, during a meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome.
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L e  p o i n t  c u l '

The United States issued multiple warnings

Washington has warned that it would take action if North Korea was to provide weapons to Russia. The
Kremlin that these warnings were not important compared to the interest of two pariah states.
Regarding the potential deal between the two nations, US State Department spokesman Matthew Miller
said:  That is quite troubling and would potentially be in violation of multiple UN Security Council
resolutions.” This was confirmed by the US. The US national security adviser Jake Sullivan attested that
analysis and discussed it in a meeting with his Japanese and south Korean counterparts.

Will the deal see the light? 

Analysist are keeping caution regarding the existence of a deal between Russia and North Korea. Indeed,
it is still questioned whether Russia would agree to share with Kim Jong Un its highly secretive weapons
technologies especially in exchange for limited munitions. Nothing has been yet officially communicated
concerning the existence of a deal between both countries. The meeting was secretive with not much
media allowed and little images. Kim Jong-un also invited the Russian president to visit the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea.
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