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The spies who bombed us
> From A25

L’affaire
Greenpeace:
I want to
apologise

that morning. They had been scheduled to leave in Wellington a week
later.
What happened next handed
detectives their ﬁrst big break. Hayter
and other staff called the police and
concocted a ruse of a refund to delay
the pair. They would have to wait for a
manager to arrive to sign the cheque,
the Turenges were told.
The detectives car had been
blocked in the Auckland Central
station carpark and they lost time before commandeering the boss’s car.
For Hayter, it seemed to take an age
for them to arrive.
Meanwhile, management types
(suits and briefcases) arrived and disappeared into offices. The Turenges
became edgy. Hayter looked up from
a back ofﬁce to see Mafart staring intensely “and not in a friendly way”
through a glass strip in the door.
“At some level, he knew,” she said.
“We pretended to be adding up dates
and times, but I bet in the months to
come he thought, ‘boy, I should have
listened to my instincts’.”
A plainclothes detective arrived,
approached the counter and quietly
asked the receptionist, who had just
arrived at work and was ignorant of
what was playing out, where the pair
were. Hayter quickly approached and
whispered, “Right behind you.”
Mafart remained calm and polite
when approached by the police
ofﬁcers and after some discussion he
and Prieur agreed to go to the station
with police. Had they known that the
law at the time did not allow police to
hold suspects on suspicion of terrorism, they could have insisted on
catching their flight which was
departing in a few hours.
The pair were held from 9am until
midnight. In breaks from questioning, a French-speaking policeman sat
with them in a room reading a newspaper. Mafart would reassure Prieur
that they would get through this. “Remember the mountain,” he would
say. The next day, police followed as
they booked new ﬂights at a Queen St
travel agency.
By July 15 police had confirmed
their Swiss documents were fake. The
pair were arrested for making false
immigration declarations. That
served as a charge to hold them on. By
the end of the month they had been
charged with murder, conspiring to
commit arson and wilfully damaging
the Rainbow Warrior.
When police searched the Ouvea
after it arrived at Norfolk Island on
July 13, they discovered what would
become evidence of the crew’s involvement in the plot. As well as
traces of explosives, Mafart’s fingerprint was found on a Newmans’ map.
That gave the lie to Mafart’s claim that
they had never met the Ouvea crew.
Among other documents was a
Greenpeace brochure with a Grey

Amelie David
In France, l’affaire Greenpeace is
mainly forgotten these days and
there is little or no sense of national
embarrassment over the bombing.
But for French people living in New
Zealand, the mood is somewhat
different.
Elisabeth Degremont has lived in
Auckland for almost 40 years but
still blushes when the topic comes
up. Last month she went to see a
play called Fallout, the sinking of
the Rainbow Warrior. As soon as
the four actors came on stage, she
was affected.
“This play really shook me. I
wanted to shout out loud: ‘I’m
French and I want to apologise!’ I
know it’s a little bit silly, but this is
how I felt.”

Situation

manslaughter and wilful damage and
were sentenced to 10-year jail terms
by Chief Justice Sir Ronald Davison.
“People who come to this country
and commit terrorist activities cannot
expect to have a short holiday at the
expense of our Government and return home heroes,” he said.
But butter, lamb and politics trumped justice, and they returned as
heroes to France inside three years.
Most of their time served was spent in
comfort on Hao atoll, in French Polynesia, to where Prieur’s husband, Joel
Prieur, was appointed head of security. She became pregnant.
The new French defence minister
welcomed Prieur as she stepped off
the plane in France, while Mafart
received promotions and was decorated by Paris.
Eleven years after the bombing,
France ended its nuclear tests in Polynesia following further protests by
Greenpeace and Paciﬁc interests.
●
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that the French spies who planted the
bombs acted on orders of thenPresident Francois Mitterrand.
“If Oxford was the kind of highlight, then this was among the
lowlights,” Pope said of her husband’s
political career. “It wasn’t easy but I
think, in the end, he and the Government didn’t have a choice. They just
had to go along with it.”
She said it didn’t magnify her husband’s chagrin that the deal came so
soon after the high of the Oxford
Union debate where Lange crossed
words with pro-nuclear debaters, telling one, “I can smell the uranium on
your breath.”
Rather, said Pope, “I think it
settled him in his view of what nuclear
politics did to people, especially
countries like France. It made them
utterly unprincipled.”
In his book, Lange hints at subsequent French dirty deeds against
Kiwis. The homes of a London-based
doctor and of Sir Kenneth Keith in
Wellington were broken into. The
doctor had been sent to Paris to examine the health of the two spies and
found nothing much wrong, while Sir
Kenneth was on the tribunal charged
with recommending a penalty for the
French returning Mafart and Prieur to
France early.
Papers at the doctor’s home were
scattered, a radio was left playing on a
French channel and a switchblade
knife left on a desk. All that was taken
from Sir Kenneth’s home was the
word-processor used to draft his contribution to the tribunal’s decision. A
carving knife was left in its place.

manslaughter of Greenpeace photographer Fernando Pereira, who
drowned when the boat sunk. Lange
was convinced lamb and butter trade
was at grave risk. Soundings of other
EEC members had indicated New Zealand was on its own.
“I had to accept that it was the intention of France to deal a body blow
to our farming industry,” Lange wrote
in his 1990 memoir, Nuclear Free – The
New Zealand Way. “We were a victim
of extortion and there was nothing I
could do about it.”
Cabinet reluctantly agreed to a
deal sealed a year after the bombing
whereby the French spies serve at
least three more years on Hao, a
French atoll in the Pacific, and the
French pay US$6.5 million in compensation to New Zealand. The
agents, however, were both returned
to France early, ostensibly for medical reasons.
“It was known there was going to
be egg on the face,” said Pope, of
Cabinet’s decision to agree to a deal.
“The question was the distribution of
the egg. He [Lange] took it all, I
think.”
The egg on the face in France related not so much to the sabotage but
that it was botched. Following denials
of knowledge by the French Government, Defence Minister Charles
Hernu was forced to resign two
months after the bombing, followed
six days later by DGSE spy agency
chief, Admiral Pierre Lacoste.
In 2005, Le Monde published
extracts of a 1986 report by Lacoste,
which the newspaper said affirmed

By Bill Hohepa
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David Lange went from the best moment of his political career to one of
the worst in the space of a few
months.
French Government agents
bombed the Rainbow Warrior in
Auckland in July 1985, a year in which
Lange and his Government were developing what became a long-running
campaign against nuclear weapons.
The bombing hardened his stance
but, his widow Margaret Pope, told
the Herald he and Cabinet had no
choice but to accept a deal to hand the
two spies caught by the police over to
the French.
The former Prime Minister was
aghast that French State saboteurs
would attack Greenpeace in such a
manner, Pope said. “He just couldn’t
believe, first, that they had done it,
second, that many of them seemed
very proud of having done it and,
thirdly and perhaps critically, none of
the other powers of the Western alliance seemed willing to say anything
about it. That made him very angry.”
In those days New Zealand had a
lot of dairy trade into the European
Economic Community, supported by
British influence. “When the French
threatened to put a stop to that trade
and the British seemed unwilling to
do anything about it, it was either sell
the farmers down the river or give in,”
Pope said.
France began to impose sanctions
on New Zealand trade after Alain
Mafart and Dominique Prieur were
sentenced to 10 years in jail for the

● Amelie David is a French
journalist.
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Pierre Gleizes, a French
photographer who followed
Greenpeace for many years on the
Rainbow Warrior, wrote a book
Rainbow Warrior, Mon Amour. He
wrote then; “The bombing has
created in the South Pacific a huge
anti-French feeling that would
probably take a long time to go
away. I will never forget the
question I have been asked when I
entered in a bakery in Auckland,
when the owner recognised my
French accent: ‘Did you take off
your flippers?’”
Thirty years on, he says the shame
and sorrow don’t go away. “Time
passing by can’t erase such an act
of war against a friendly country.
The Rainbow Warrior’s affair is
even part of the book France’s
History For Dummies.”

Additional reporting Catherine Field

For the latest weather information, including Weather Warnings, visit: metservice.com

‘A victim of extortion’

Several French people said they
would like to hear an apology from
their Government, although they
did not expect one. “Victims need
to be recognised. It’s like what
happened during World War II with
the Vichy [pro-Nazi] Government
or in Algeria, during the Civil War.
We need to recognise what we did,”
says Geraldine, who was born in
October 1985 — three months
after the bombing — and has lived
in Auckland for four years.

The yacht Ouvea, which smuggled explosives to the bombers, was believed
to have been scuttled later and its crew picked up by the French navy.
Lynn address scribbled on it. It led to
a Greenpeace member and, in turn,
to the discovery of the scouting role
played by Cabon.
Local law gave the detectives just
24 hours before they had to let the
three crew leave (a fourth, Dr Xavier
Maniguet, had left for Sydney before
the detectives arrived), far too little
time for the evidence to be processed.
The Ouvea was allowed to sail for its
stated destination of Noumea. It
never arrived.
The yacht is believed to have been
scuttled and the crew picked up by a
French Navy vessel.
But France’s secret mission was
sunk too; the links that had emerged
between the agents and to Paris
meant France could no longer deny
involvement. Heads began to roll up
the ranks. Two months after the
bombing, Defence Minister Hernu fell
on his sword. A week later it was the
turn of his spy chief, Lacoste.
In November, Mafart and Prieur
pleaded guilty to reduced charges of

David Lange and his Government had no choice but to go along with the French deal, says his widow, Margaret Pope.
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