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Experience utmost luxury
at Hôtel de Crillon
in Paris
by Mariejoe J. Raidy

hen it reopened in July 2017, after
a three-and-a-half year and
multimillion-dollar renovation,
Paris’ Hôtel de Crillon was reborn
more luxurious than ever. Housed
in a landmark structure originally
built in 1758 and located at the
foot of the Champs-Elysées, the
hotel was once the residence of the Duke d’Aumont, who sold it to
the Count de Crillon in 1788. The former hotel particulier was
transformed into a luxury hotel in 1909 and has been graciously
welcoming visitors ever since.
Part of the Rosewood family, the re-imagined Hôtel de Crillon houses
124 guestrooms and suites, three restaurants, a bar, a newly created
swimming pool, a hair salon by David Lucas, a barber by La Barbière
de Paris and much more. Architect Richard Martinet led the
restoration project, including the landmark
façade and grand reception salons on the
second floor, while the hotel’s interiors were
created under the artistic direction of Aline
Asmar d’Amman by four interior designers:
Tristan Auer, Chahan Minassian, Cyril Vergniol
and Culture in Architecture. Karl Lagerfeld
designed the Grands Appartements, two
exceptional suites facing Place de la
Concorde, and a suite called Choupette
(named after his cat). There are also three
historic salons for meetings and events, Salon
Marie-Antoinette, Salon des Batailles and
Salon des Aigles, which witnessed the signing
of the first French-American treaty to
recognize the Declaration of Independence,
with Benjamin Franklin in attendance. “It is important to embrace
the legacy and the history of the hotel in every aspect,” says Roula
Noujeim, the hotel’s communications director.

I had heard many stories about Hôtel de Crillon, and I wanted to
experience the place for myself, so I booked a room and spent 24
hours at the hotel. As I arrived at the property, I felt I was entering
a private mansion, where a duke was about to welcome me like
royalty. My own private butler Laura greeted me and walked me to
my room. She told me she would be at my service throughout my
stay, and that I could call her at all times from my room by pressing
the butler button, for a tour of the hotel, room service, bookings or
any other request. Once in the room, I was pleasantly surprised by
a welcome letter and sweet treats. Hôtel de
Crillon had even gone to the trouble of
stitching my initials in gold on the side on
the pillows adorning the bed. “We really
work on the small little details that make a
big difference,” Laura told me. “We have a
lot of love to give to our clients, and we do
it with all our heart, it is not an effort, it is
our pleasure.”
Hôtel de Crillon offers four distinct dining
options, the most upscale of which is L’Ecrin
helmed
by
Michelin-starred
chef
Christopher Hache, who traveled the world
to come up with his inventive recipes. Every
night, Hache offers guests new dishes to
keep them amused and enthralled. The
hotel is also home to the Brasserie d’Aumont, named after Hôtel de
Crillon’s first resident. The restaurant serves French cuisine prepared
by chef Justin Schmitt and also houses a crudo bar. For afternoon
treats, you can head to the splendidly designed Jardin d’Hiver, where
a space decked in hues of purple, silver, gold and mauve sets the
scene for high tea and decadent desserts.
A must-try, and your fourth dining choice at the hotel, is the famed Les
Ambassadeurs bar and lounge, where once upon a time many official
state documents were drafted and signed. As part of the renovations,
the bar was relocated and is now at the main entrance of the hotel.

“Karl
Lagerfeld
designed the
Grands
Appartements.”
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“Part of the
Rosewood family,
the re-imagined
Hôtel de Crillon
houses 124
guestrooms and
suites, three
restaurants, a bar
and a newly
created
swimming pool. ”
This move was designed to make Les Ambassadeurs easily
accessible from the street, thereby encouraging both locals and
visitors to once again patronize the place. You can go in for tea,
lunch, a light dinner, dessert or a cocktail created by star Paris
mixologist Christophe Davoine. Les Ambassadeurs offers live
entertainment every evening, while a DJ spins his tunes on
weekends. “We wanted Parisians to come back to the hotel, for our
guests to better live the real Parisian experience,” says Noujeim.
I personally fell in love with the hotel’s magnificent lobby. Although
Hôtel de Crillon is one of the biggest hotels in Paris, its lobby area is
designed in a way that gives the place a sense of intimacy: every
nook and cranny feels like a luxurious living room in a private home.
The space is both personalized and cozy, like a perfect love affair.
When you’re in the lobby, it’s absolute silence, yet you’re in the very
center of Paris, at busy Place de la Concorde, steps from Rue du
Faubourg Saint-Honoré.

“Hôtel de Crillon is one of the
biggest hotels in Paris.”
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What elevates Hôtel de Crillon above its peers is that every guest
is treated with respect and with true French hospitality. This is
certainly why stars and celebrities often choose to stay at the
hotel and always come back for return visits. Over the course of
its history, Hôtel de Crillon has hosted the likes of Isadora Duncan,
Sergei Diaghilev, Peggy Guggenheim, Charlie Chaplin, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, Andy Warhol, Leonard Bernstein, Madonna and
Mario Testino, among many others.
If I were to sum up my 24 hours at Hôtel de Crillon in one
sentence, I would say that the hotel is a maestro, and the staff
is the orchestra. Every note was harmoniously executed to move
seamlessly with the next, and the musical fluidity left me
dazzled and fulfilled.

Photos: Hôtel de Crillon, A Rosewood Hotel and Mariejoe J. Raidy.
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